
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGIACL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
2459 Hammertown Road 

August Mirabella 
1443 Wheaton Lane 
North Wales, PA 19454 

Dear August, 

Narvon. Pennsylavania 17555-9726 

28 June 1995 

Thank you for submitting details on the Barnacle Goose you saw at Green Lane Reservoir, 
Montgomery County on 13 March 1994 to P.O.R.C. After careful review and much debate, we 
regret that we are unable to accept this record. The identity of the bird is not in question, but its 
origin is. The two schools of thought on the committee presented good arguments for both 
acceptance and rejection. Four members thought that all Barnacle Geese should be treated as 
wild unless proven otherwise. the other three members felt that eventhough the birds associated 
with "Greenland" Greater White-fronted Geese, it did not automatically rule out the possibility 
that it was a n escape, especially in light of the recent article in Birding by Kenn Kaufman, in 
which he states that races of Greater White-fronted Geese cannot be determined by bill color. 
Debate as to origin of exotic waterfowl is one that is not easily solved. Unfortunately, six votes 
are needed for acceptance by the committee. 

We hope this does not discourage you from sending documentation on any rare birds you 
find in the future. 

Record# 115-01-1994 

Sincerely, 

Nick Pulcinella 
Chairman 



(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

SUPPORTING DETAILS: UNCOMMON OR RARE SPECIES AND/OR SPECIES IN HIGH NUMBERS 

CBC name ___________ CBC date .-..--- Compiler 
~/-:.k /c;:.j ---------------

Observer writing this account and date ..... AUo-L)J"f M )12.l!f>HLA 1443 Wl1E/Ha,J w, N, WALfs, f,~ lq'f)"I 

SPECIES 1'3A-12.MP.!L( ,~;oo.s€ NUMBER, AGE, SEX j_ -------------------
Distance from bird(s) 2Su-3..)o 1 Relative size of bird Sr,,;11'1'(~" (,.,.",~ .. ""-H ~ Gv, Whih-.fr:.rri'•J 

• :;".<'.' .c (4) ~At u.1e.-r .. f'IC<l If b'j, 
HEAD & NECK (De~cribe forehead, crown, auric~lar, malar, region, median line, etc.) 

wh ,k ~c<. 1nc.9.u.ct."4 --t-on #\.~J) o..bo"~;l:>~'1 1r¥-l,:t b4l"w -+I...: <tu. C:c.>wn bl"'< k... 

EYE & LORES (Describe supercilit.nn, ring, stripe, color, etc.) _J)_~-~~'~'-:t:a-·=~-·-------

UPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES j)o.v-k -"'-------------------------------
LEGS & FEET _·.,.D---· ~-· .,_L_-__.\_e_..,.~-'-;.:,-'h~i:.~J_,__r ... _____ U-'S ___ F_W_S ____ b_..\_""'"""·J---s ______________ _ 

UPPERPARTS (Describe nape, back, rt.nnp, upper tail 
wn -ffu. "'~-: k I, 

• I 

UNDERPARTS (Describe throat, belly, side, flanks, crisstm1, etc.) 
_....c..;:...:...._;;.:..,.-.:...'-'--.,..,...-"----'-tJ--.c!~,~~f<"-"::..;....;i-----'i..:.;~'-,;;c.;..:.l.;..;vd.::..;_1 -+-L"-· -rc...t...;.A_,$,._r_· ._C_l..;.e-.:i....;rt.:....:::b...;.r.,:,;e a~k..;;....;;t;;...;,' <;_.;,_,;...,;~e:;..;.ri.:-=.;_;_:;:c:.o....z..:..r.:;..c ;;:.:".t'-'l __ v.:;..f'::..,:_r '1-'~.<.:.l.......:a<.i ~ 5 f 

• W i .... 1 ~ ed.-

RECTRICES (Describe inner, middle, outer tail feathers, color pattern, shape, etc.) 
B) ,. c.k :to. YI 

WING (Describe color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading and trailing 
edges, etc.) '1,&. vvl- ~e~ i11 :fL5~L G-ra.j,.-,k w.'t{ ba.r..-,na' in +ulc:L.O p ... ,· . ./.,.,,.. 

VOCALIZATION --~=--~_t.....,;.:,,t'lft'-'-k=JIQ..._ _______________________ _ 

BEHAVIOR ~,~~ 1/'\ o-.... ,e 
_;::.::..;____.:r.::...~~.;;.;k---.:...:..:.;"~+~ot..:..H.::...':::.:"'.::...~·:....:d~~.-::::..i.:..::..:..::...!..!.£!.~::-......i~~....i..:......,.JU.-1-'-'-"'r-=-"-'--:'--""'-....._,,:..:....,_=i..:..,.;;.::...u~.!..:..;~=u...~= 1~) 

-~=----=-=-=-'+--"'-'-'-~~~vs=n~J.o=-=o..:../--ll:a.w~.-.::.u.JL£.J...~~=:..c+-t="--'--.,._,_......__-'-'~'-'--'-cr-"c.:..;..:-'l-'=.L!~::.....,,:..!.....~i::..-ii...__........_L b...i~A 
c(,,St -L-~N. ~"' <•· r~l'.!..J.i,. I 

Date of observation ?::,jg/q41 Time ;J.:uup,.,, Weather Co.I~ 1 M• 1d '0° 
r • Sky cover __..C-'-k~~-~----

Duration of observation ;),_ ho.if{ 

Habitat ~h'1.llow la.kt- l'Yl•C' µ1 troJ )el\ Other observers Ju)1Tll tv1,a116EL.l,; 1 &J.H~Y Fll.f.Eb, G-£:ofl.H" Ff<ArJq11as, 

_R.:,->:;....>_.::;6-r__:...vb_b.;,,ilc,.::~t""'e ... v.,.,_h..:;t:t-'-'f'_..b~~.f_n-'-1-'-k."--t-l..;;-e. __ i-=-c..._, ----- Optical equipment i:E'•SS 7-,,. 42.B, I :::wif-t }5-!rox ~ #.Jf,~ 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ~.:.::::..:=:::...2.::~..:::..::1-~~~.:....:.:-----,-~~----'-.!.!h.:.!is-=w=~-·.:..::l'l.::;:'l.~/..::lc::.."'"""~L__._+~•r.:..:./J,.;;,..::_~;:.:'=d,,,_,·-'-F::,..:,.,..{1!tj,, 
bir 

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE AN EXCELLENT FURTHER DOCUMENTATION 



.. 

I Record No.:11s-01-1994 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 2 of 2 

Species: Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) 

Date of Sighting: 13 March 1994 to 17 March 1994 
Location: GREEN LANE RESERVOIR 
County: MONTGOMERY 
Observer(s): August Mirabella 

Date of Submission: 1994 
Submitted by: August Mirabella 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F.Haas X 
N. Pulcinella x 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams >< 
P. Schwalbe X 
J. Skinner )( 
TOTALS 4 ? 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ~c ~ Date: 3-51-~S-



I Record No.:115-01-1994 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) 

Date of Sighting: 13 March 1994 to 17 March 1994 
Location: GREEN LANE RESERVOIR 
County: MONTGOMERY 
Observer(s): August Mirabella 

Date of Submission: 1994 
Submitted by: August Mirabella 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 

Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class III Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella >< 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams )< 
P. Schwalbe X 
J. Skinner X 
TOTALS c;- ~ 

DECISION 

Comments: 560cl r« secoMcl KC1v0cl 

Signature (Secretary): ~ C~· Date: r- .J.j;--- ?tr 




