PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGIACL RECORDS COMMITTEE
2459 Hammertown Road
Narvon. Pennsylavania 17555-9726

28 June 1995

August Mirabella
1443 Wheaton Lane
North Wales, PA 19454

Dear August,

Thank you for submitting details on the Barnacle Goose you saw at Green Lane Reservoir,
Montgomery County on 13 March 1994 to P.O.R.C. After careful review and much debate, we
regret that we are unable to accept this record. The identity of the bird is not in question, but its
origin is. The two schools of thought on the committee presented good arguments for both
acceptance and rejection. Four members thought that all Barnacle Geese should be treated as
wild unless proven otherwise. the other three members felt that eventhough the birds associated
with "Greenland" Greater White-fronted Geese, it did not automatically rule out the possibility
that it was a n escape, especially in light of the recent article in Birding by Kenn Kaufman, in
which he states that races of Greater White-fronted Geese cannot be determined by bill color.
Debate as to origin of exotic waterfowl is one that is not easily solved. Unfortunately, six votes
are needed for acceptance by the committee.

We hope this does not discourage you from sending documentation on any rare birds you
find in the future.

Sincerely,

Nick Pulcinella
Chairman

Record # 115-01-1994
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Record No.:115-01-~1994

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 2 of 2

Species: Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis)

Date of Sighting: 13 March 1994 to 17 March 1994
Location: GREEN LANE RESERVOIR

County: MONTGOMERY

Observer{s): August Mirabella

Date of Submission: 1994

Submitted by: August Mirabella

Written Description: YES Photo: No Specimen: No
Recording: NONE

ClassI | ClassII | Class I § Class IV Class V

Member
A B C Abstain

F. Haas X
N. Pulcinella ><
E. Kwater ><
R. Ickes ><
G. McWilliams ><
P. Schwalbe ><
J. Skinner ><
TOTALS (/r —3
DECISION ><
Comments:
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